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Our school: together and apart 

Reflections for ‘school’ at home: Waiting 

A note for parents and carers: 

At school, your child will be used to taking part in collective worship every day (they might call it ‘assembly’).  This is not 

the kind of worship that some of you might be have been part of in a religious building.  In church schools this collective 

worship is planned to be: 

 Inclusive: something for children and teachers, of all faiths or of none to be able to join in with  

 Inspirational: a time in the day to think about the big questions in our lives; an occasion that supports the school 

community’s spiritual development, creates an opportunity to gather around and reflect on a common theme and 

‘feeds’ their inner being; 

 Invitational: in school, children and teachers are invited to pray, think, or reflect, it is the child’s or teacher’s choice 

how they respond.  

 

At this time, many children will be missing the familiar routines of school. One way in which we can help to keep that 

sense of normality is by offering these resources to schools to share with their school community at home. Please be 

clear:  these ideas are for you to use, adapt, or not use at all. You choose!  

 
Jane Whittington & Rachel Boxer  

Theme: Waiting 

 Look at the picture of the traffic light (overleaf, or online here) What does this mean?  

 The story today again follows the lives of the disciples during the 50 days between Easter and Pentecost, which 

marks the birthday of the Church & the coming of God’s Holy Spirit. But it also tells the story of how waiting is a 

part of the story of God’s people – and very much a feeling that everyone can identify with at the moment! If 

you can, have a timer handy (e.g. on your phone, tablet or a stopwatch) to help with the story: you decide 

how long you want to wait each time you hear the word ‘waiting’! There are also some items you can find 

around your home to help with the story as well: you could send everyone on a Scavenger hunt to find      

them before you use the story. 

Things to talk about together: 

 Talk about how it feels to be kept waiting – and talk about some things that we are waiting for at this time. 

 Can waiting be a good thing? Maybe waiting can teach us things? What are ‘good’ things to be waiting for? 

 We’re all waiting for lockdown to end. It’s the same for everyone. Talk about the things that you have been 

doing in your household during this time of waiting. Which have made the time go fastest? Can time really ‘go 

faster’?! (Albert Einstein had a few things to say about this! You can read one of them here.) 

 Share memories of times when time did seem to go slowly, or quickly e.g. a special birthday, or an event that 

you’d been looking forward to for a long time. Remind each other that these days may seem long now, but 

once they are over and life begins to get back to ‘normal’, we might remember it all quite differently! 

Things to do together: 

 Share the story together (p3), using the objects that you’ve gathered on the list, and pausing for the length     

of time you’ve agreed each time you hear the word ‘waiting’. 

 We’re all waiting for lockdown to end. Spend some time making a list of things you are grateful for: if you’re in 

a competitive mood, you could do this as a timed activity, and see whose list is the longest. Younger children 

could draw their ideas. 

 Play the 60-second game: an adult or older child needs to have a timer to count when 60 seconds is up. 

Everyone else closes their eyes, and tries to guess when the 60 seconds will be finished, showing when by 

putting up their hand. Who can get the closest? Can you get better with practice? What about trying different 

lengths of time?  

 What can you do in a minute? Skip? Hop? Do star jumps? Write your name? This is a great way to practise 

some of those important skills!  
Things to reflect on or pray about together: you will need a red, orange and green pen 

Use a red pen to write or draw something that you are sad that you can’t do during lockdown.  

Use an orange pen to write or draw something that you are really looking forward to doing when lockdown ends. 

Use a green pen to write or draw something that you are looking forward to doing today.  
If you’d like to, bring these to God in prayer using the words: ‘Be with us in the waiting, God.’  

 

 

 

 

https://pixabay.com/vectors/traffic-light-yellow-traffic-lights-149582/
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/370132-put-your-hand-on-a-hot-stove-for-a-minute
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If you’d like to gather objects for each person who’s mentioned in the story, it might help younger 

children to engage with the waiting element, as they’ll have something to hold. 

 

Noah an animal that might’ve been in the ark 

Abraham a baby doll, toy or item of clothing, or similar 

Moses some sandals or walking shoes (for a long journey in the desert) 

Joshua something you can blow like a trumpet. A rolled-up piece of paper will do! 

Mary something to do with Christmas 

disciples a tea towel or similar, to put on your head! 
 

Waiting! 
This is a story about waiting.  Every time you hear the word ‘waiting’ or ‘wait’, you will need to stop and 

wait. Before you start the story agree how long you will wait for every time.   Make it long enough, but not 

too long (e.g. a minute is too long!), or your story will seem to last for ever! 

 

At this time of year, Christians all over the world are remembering a time of 

waiting…for the birthday of the Church, when Jesus sent the Holy Spirit. 

 

Waiting… has always been a part of God’s plan for his people. 

Noah waited… for 40 days and found God’s promise as a rainbow in the sky. 

Abraham waited… til he was 100 years old (!) for his son Isaac, and the 

chance to be the father of many nations. 

Moses waited… for 40 years, wandering in the desert with God’s people until 

they found the Promised Land. 

Joshua waited… and marched 6 times around Jericho, before he blew the 

trumpets and brought the walls tumbling down. 

David waited… for many years as a shepherd boy, learning how to trust God 

even in times of danger, so that he would become a wise king. 

Mary waited… for 9 months for the birth of a very special baby, who would 

save the world. 

 

So you see, waiting… is all part of the plan. 

And now the disciples were waiting… in Jerusalem for the helper that Jesus 

had told them he would send. They were doing just what he had said: 

waiting!....and watching, and praying. And now we’ll have to wait… to hear 

the next part of the story!! 

 

But the thing is, waiting… is all part of the plan. So, let’s wait… for a time 

when it is safe to be together again, to leave our homes and carry on our 

lives. And while we wait… let’s make the most of this time that we never 

knew we would have. 

 


